June 3, 2011

Jostein Solheim

Chief Executive Officer

Ben & Jerry’s

30 Community Drive

South Burlington, Vermont 05402-6828
Dear Mr. Solheim:

On behalf of Vermonters for a Just Peace in Palestine/Israel, thank you for your letter of May 27.  Unfortunately, it was not responsive to all the concerns expressed in our letter of April 6.  You did not respond to three of them. Specifically, questions 1, 2, 4 and 6.
1. How do you reconcile B&J’s social mission and business ethics with investments in Israel, when the latter is defying international law, UN Security Council Resolutions, and the World Court by occupying and colonizing the West Bank, occupying and blockading Gaza, and denying the Palestinian people their right to liberty, equality and national sovereignty?

2. Are B&J products marketed and sold in illegal, Jewish-only settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem?  Are they supplied to Israeli border police and/or military forces?

4.
Does B&J make corporate contributions in Israel to fundraising efforts on behalf of the 
Israel Defense Forces or to organizations such as the Jewish 
National Fund, World 
Zionist 
Organization, or Jewish Agency, which are complicit in the occupation and in 
discriminatory policies against Israel’s 
Palestinian citizens?
6. 
Are you prepared to tell corporate executives at Unilever that continuing operations in Israel 
is incompatible with Ben & Jerry’s commitment to “seek to eliminate injustices in our 
international communities”?
Also, please bear in mind that Avi Zinger’s characterization of Kiryat Malachi’s water as “local” does not mean necessarily that the city’s water originates in Israel. Its source may well be in the West Bank, and/or the natural flow of that water may have been redirected to benefit Israelis and to deprive 1.5 million Gazans of water.  We are researching this matter and will let you know what we discover.

You say that Avi Zinger, your licensee, “makes decisions on how to develop his business in Israel” and that “he does not support any political agenda there.”  With due respect, Mr. Zinger’s personal views on the Israel/Palestine conflict are irrelevant for the purpose of our correspondence.  His business practices, on the other hand, are most relevant, which is why we are focused on them.  

If Mr. Zinger is marketing and selling B&J products to Israeli settlements and businesses in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, or to Israel’s border police and army, who are responsible for enforcing political and civil repression, land confiscations, arrests and home demolitions in the Palestinian territories and providing security to approximately 500,000 Jewish settlers, he is complicit in the occupation and its crimes. If he is making corporate contributions on behalf any of the organizations listed in question 4, he is complicit in the occupation and its crimes, as well as in helping to advance a regimen of laws and policies inside Israel that discriminate against Israel’s Palestinian citizens.   If Mr. Zinger is engaged in such practices to any degree, his business dealings cannot possibly comport with B&J’s “long history of social advocacy” or the “Mission and Values that have guided Ben & Jerry’s for more than three decades.”    

A great deal is at stake in Occupied Palestine, Mr. Solheim, and in Israel, particularly now.  For more than four decades, Israel has been systematically confiscating Palestinian land and colonizing it, while brutally crushing all forms of popular resistance and transgressing international law with impunity. In the event Avi Zinger and Ben & Jerry’s are profiting from the occupation and illegal Jewish settlements, or are making corporate contributions to Zionist organizations that support the occupation and discriminate against Palestinians on both sides of the 1967 borders, Vermonters have a right to know. 

Finally, a delegation from VTJP is still interested in meeting with you and your Board of Directors. 
Thank you, again, for your letter of May 27. I have enclosed copies of this correspondence for your Board of Directors and Rob Michalak.  We look forward to continuing this dialogue. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Hage

Vermonters for a Just Peace in Palestine/Israel (www.vtjp.org)
Cc: Rob Michalak, Global Director of Social Mission
      Ben & Jerry’s Independent Board of Directors: Jeff Furman, Pierre Ferrari, Jennifer Henderson,    

     Terry Mollner, Anuradha Mittal, Kees Van der Graaf, Bama Athreya and Helen Jones

